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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and replaces all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application. Material to be inserted is in bold and underline , and 
material to be deleted is in strik e out or (if the deletion is of five or fewer consecutive characters 
or would be difficult to see) in double brackets [[ ]], 
Listing of Claims : 

1, (previously presented) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation 
formed by pouring concrete into forms, which comprises: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and a 
removable top, and configured to receive and support an end of a floor joist positioned within 
the floor joist retainer body through the top and front, the removable top being attached to 
the floor joist retainer body when the concrete is poured into the forms and removable after 
the concrete is poured; 

an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist 
retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; and 

removable means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the forms 
before the concrete is poured into the forms. 
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2. (original) The floor joist retainer of claim 1 wherein the removable means for 
attaching the floor joist retainer body to the form comprises a plurality of nails. 

3. (previously presented) The floor joist retainer of claim 1 wherein the floor joist 
retainer body is formed of material to which poured concrete will not adhere* 

4. (canceled) 

5. (previously presented) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation 
formed by pouring concrete into forms, which comprises: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and an 
open top 3 and configured to receive and support an end of a floor joist positioned within the 
floor joist retainer body through the open top and front; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each 
positioned and configured to hold a nail with a pointed end extending into a form; and 

a plurality of nails positioned within the nail posts and configured in size to extend a 
pointed end into a form. 

6. (previously presented) The floor joist retainer of claim 5 wherein the floor joist 
retainer body is formed of material to which poured concrete will not adhere. 
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7. (previously presented) A method of positioning and supporting a floor joist 
within a concrete foundation formed by pouring concrete into forms using a floor joist 
retainer having a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a bottom, and a 
removable top, and configured to receive and support an end of the floor joist positioned 
within the floor joist retainer body through the top and front, the floor joist retainer further 
including an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist 
retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured, the floor joist 
retainer further including a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for 
engagement within the concrete foundation, and means for removably attaching the floor 
joist retainer body to the forms before the concrete is poured into the forms, the method 
comprising: 

positioning and attaching the floor joist retainer to a form with the removable top 
attached to the floor joist retainer body before the concrete is poured with the open front 
facing the form; 

pouring the concrete into the forms; 

curing the concrete; 

removing the forms; 

removing the intermediate structural plate from the floor joist retainer body; 
removing the removable top from the floor joist retainer body; and 
positioning the end of the floor joist into the floor joist retainer body. 
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8, (previously presented) A method of positioning and supporting a floor joist 
within a concrete foundation formed by pouring concrete into forms using a floor joist 
retainer having a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a bottom, and a 
removable top, and configured to receive and support an end of the floor joist positioned 
within the floor joist retainer body through the top and front, the floor joist retainer further 
including a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within 
the concrete foundation, a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist 
retainer body, each positioned and configured to hold a nail with a pointed end extending 
into a form, and a plurality of nails positioned within the nail posts and configured in size to 
extend a pointed end into the form to removably attach the floor joist retainer to the form 
before the concrete is poured into the forms, the method comprising: 

positioning and nailing the floor joist retainer to a form, with the open front facing the 
form with the removable top attached to the floor joist retainer body, before the concrete is 
poured into the forms; 

pouring the concrete into the forms; 

curing the concrete; 

removing the forms; 

removing the removable top from the floor joist retainer body; and 
positioning an end of the floor joist into the floor joist retainer body. 
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9. (previously presented) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation 
formed by pouring concrete into forms* comprising: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and a 
removable top, the floor joist retainer body being configured to receive and support an end of 
a floor joist positioned within the floor joist retainer body through the top and front, the 
removable top being attached to the floor joist retainer body when the concrete is poured into 
the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each 
being positioned and configured to hold a nail so that a pointed end of the nail extends into 
one of the forms; and 

a plurality of nails positioned within the nail posts. 

1 0. (previously presented) The floor joist retainer of claim 9, wherein the floor joist 
retainer body is formed of material to which poured concrete will not adhere. 

11. (previously presented) The floor joist retainer of claim 9, further comprising an 
intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist retainer 
body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the concrete 
i$ poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured. 
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Claims 12-20 (canceled) 

21 . (Amended) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation formed by 
pouring concrete into forms, comprising: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, sides, a back, a bottom, and an open 
top, the floor joist retainer body being configured to receive and support an end of a floor 
joist positioned within the floor joist retainer body through the open top and front; 

an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist 
retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

removable means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the forms 
before the concrete is poured into the forms; and 

a plurality of nail posts attached to the sides of the floor joist retainer body, each 
being positioned and configured to hold a nail so that a pointed end of the nail extends into 
ono of the a form[[s]]» where the removable means includes a plurality of nails positioned 
within the nail posts. 
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22. (previously presented) A floor joist retainer, for use in a concrete foundation 
formed by pouring concrete into forms, which comprises: 

a floor joist retainer body having an open front, closed sides, a back, a bottom, and a 
top, at least one cut being provided on the floor joist retainer body where the top connects to 
the sides and back so that the top is removable, the floor joist retainer body being configured 
to receive and support an end of a floor joist positioned within the floor joist retainer body 
through the top and front, the top being attached to the floor joist retainer body when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured; 

a retaining flange attached to the floor joist retainer body for engagement within the 
concrete foundation; 

removable means for removably attaching the floor joist retainer body to the forms 
before the concrete is poured into the forms; and 

an intermediate structural plate interconnecting the sides and back of the floor joist 
retainer body, the intermediate structural plate being attached to the sides and back when the 
concrete is poured into the forms and removable after the concrete is poured. 



SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT TO REISSUE APPLICATION; 
Serial No. 09/662,718; Our File - SFN 301RI 



Page g- 



PA6E 11/12 8 RCVD AT 81912004 4:01:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPT0€FXRMI3* DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:5039729115 * DURATION (mm*s):05-26 



